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The originals of the FD-302's in this report which 
indicate the results of reinterviews with victims are included 
in Jackson File 44-708 entitled "CANTON WHITE CITIZENS COUNCIL, 
Subject - OTHA WILLIAMS, et al - VICTIMS, VOTER INTIMIDATION, 
CR - EL." 


An additional copy of this report is being provided 
the Bureau inasmuch as this case is one of the 86 incidents 
of racial violence listed by the United States Commission on 
Civil Rights and a copy of this report might be provided this 
Commission. 
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UNi v JD STATES DEPARTMENT OF „ jTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


jFOIA(b) (7) - (C) 


Copy to: USA, JACKSON 


Report of: SA HORACE P. BECKWITH 
Dot.: 11/19/64 

Fi.ld o«ic. File *: JACKSON 44-53 


Office: JACKSON 


Bureau File i: /44“25956 


Character: 


CARL HOLLEY , Deputy Sheriff * Madison County, Mississippi; 

7, Deputy Sheriff, Madison County, Mississippi; 

/Officer, Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol; UNKNOWN 

SUB3B.qr; STEPHEN LYNN SMITH; RUFUS ERIC MORTON; ROBERT JOE ELLIS; 
MELVIN ROY MC DAVIS - VICTIMS./' /// / * / i 

CIVIL RIGHTS / / // II 


Synoptic u. S. Department of Justice requested reinterviews with 

victims and answers to specific questions, MELVIN ROY MC DAVIS 
reinterviewed at Las Vegas, Nevada, furnished Signed statement 


indicating was not beaten or struck by any of 
was pushed by an officer, MC DAVIS described 
that came to scene. MC DAVIS saw SMITH being 
and identified photo of I l as being one of 


officers, but 
four vehicles 
hit by officers 
officers at 


scene. SMITH reinterviewed at Iowa City, Iowa, furnished signed 
statement. SMITH identified photo of HOLLEY as officer who 


stopped truck in which SMITH was riding. SMITH identified 

« 1 i i- — * - 


as officer who struck him and 


photo of I \ as officer who struck him and ^identified photo 

of | j as being at scene. ROBERT JOE ELLIS reinterviewed, 

furnished signed statement indicating had not seen SMITH or 
MORTON beaten, only observed blood-stained clothing, scars, and 
bruises approximately four days after date of incident. ELLIS 
not certain o f photo identification^ but selected photos of 
I L Constable, Madison County, and HOLLEY as possibly 

looking familiar to individuals at scene. RUFUS ERIC MORTON 
reinterviewed furnished signed statem ent pos itively identifying 
HOLLEY as individual who b eat him and I I as one who beat SMITH. 


truck. 


| also kicked MORTON. 


kicked MC DAVIS out of rear of 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It. is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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UNi___D STATES DEPARTMENT OF „ JTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


.....-jFOIA(b) (7) - (C) 


Copy fo: USA, JACKSON 


Report of: SA HORACE P. BECKWITH 
Dole: 11/19/64 

Field Office File #: JACKSON 44-53 


Office: JACKSON 


Burepu File i: 44-25956 


Character: 


CARL HOLLEY , Deputy Sheriff * Madison County, Mississippi; 

7, Deputy Sheriff, Madison County, Mississippi; 

/Officer, Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol; UNKNOWN 

SUBJECT; STEPHEN LYNN SMITH; RUFUS ERIC MORTON; ROBERT JOE ELLIS; 
MELVIN ROY MC DAVIS - VICTIMS j / /./ j K / j 

CIVIL RIGHTS / / // I ) 


Synop. 1 .: U. S. Department of Justice requested reinterviews with 

victims and answers to specific questions, MELVIN ROY MC DAVIS 
reinterviewed at Las Vegas, Nevada, furnished Signed statement 


indicating was not beaten or striick by any of officers , but 
was pushed by an officer. / MC DAVIS described four vehicles 
that came to scene . MC DAVIS saw SMITH /being hit by officers 
and identified photo of f I as being one of j officers at 
scene. SMITH reinterviewed at Iowa City, Iowa, furnished signed 
statement. SMITH identified photo of HOLLEY as officer who 
stopped truck i n which SMITH was riding. SMITH identified 
photo of I I as officer who struck him and ? identified photo 

of | I as being at scene. ROBERT JOE ELLIS reinterviewed, 

furnished signed statement indicating had not seen SMITH or 
MORTON beaten, only observed blood-stained clothing, scars, and 
bruises approximately four days after date of incident. ELLIS 
not certain o f photo identification; but selected photos of 

i Constable, Madison County, and HOLLEY as possibly 
looking familiar to individuals at scene. RUFUS ERIC MORTON 
reinterviewed furnished signed statem ent pos itively identifying 
HOLLEY as individual who beat him and f I as one who beat SMITH. 

I also kicked MORTON. I I kicked MC DAVIS out of rear of 

truck. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It. is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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AUSA, Jackson, Mississippi advised would prefer any prosecutive 
opinion come from Department of Justice inasmuch as re investigation 
has been requested by Department. 

- C - 


DETAILS ; 

By letter dated September 22, 1964 to the Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, from Mr. BURKE MARSHALL, Assistant 
Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, U. S. Department of 
Justice, a request was made to conduct reinterviews with the 
victims in this case. The victims' answers to particular questions 
were to be obtained. 
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ro#AL BUREAU OF .SNVESTKEATI.C^ 

bota October 16 „ 1964 


1 


Th® 

•MC; DAVIS: • , 


following statement was furnished by MELVIN ROT 


"Las . Vegas „■ Nevada : ^ 
Ofetober- 13 1964 a 

”1 p Melvin Roy Me Davis make the following . 
voluntary statement to DonaldM. Holland and 

P* Irwin,- who have identif ied themselves to 
me as SpeeialAgents of the^F.B.T.::''' 1 '-" ■ ■ 

a “ unable to further identify the officers 
involved in the incident whichoccured near Jackson, 
Mississippi oh July 15,' 1964* • "* ■ ' . 

"I want to make it clear that I was not beaten 1 
or struck by any of the officers. The large man, 

6 feet tall, 250 pounds who arrived in the fourth 
car pushed: me and made me stumble but I did not 
fall td the ground. I was not physically: hhrt*: 

"Four cars arrived at the scene of the incident. 
The - first car to, arrive was a white car with a big- : 
antenna.lthadtwo red lightsin front, it 
contained a mananda woman. The man got out of the 

car*; Re was dressed in grey pants, white shirt, 
long s leaved, a red patch on the left shoulder. He 
wore a small badge .on hid shirt and a Mississippi 
badge on his cap.: '. • 

"The second car was white with maps of 
Mississippi on each front door.: It contained two 
men, one dressed in grey uniform. The trousers 
had a red stripe . the other wore just pants & shirt 
and Carried a gun in aholster . The second man 
appeared drunk . 'y : 

'’The: man seemed to be drunk because of the way 
he looked and talked. 


On 10/13/64 bt Las Vegas . Nevada File if LV 44-77 

SA°s CURTlk P. IRWIN 

by . a n d D ONALD M. HOLLAND DMH: rmb dictated 10/14/64 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI 
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"The third ear to arrive was th® same as the 
second. It., contained; one man. ■ H© did not have a 
uniform on but a suit was banging' in the back'- 1 ' 
seat o f his .car. He g o t out 'of the ear,; talked 
to the ot'hexf men for about five minutes, - -got •••' 
back into; the ear and left. 

"The fourth. ear was- also whit© and one man 
: was in it. He was a„ large: man, 6 feet tall about 
250 pounds, black hair. H© had a gum in his back 
pocket. He is the man who pushed me and made me 
get out of the back of the truck. 

INome of the four of us who were in the truck 
were intoxicated. Smith may have had some beer 
before we .left but I didn°t see him. The officers 
said he may have , had some beer. • • 

"Three of the officers put Smith in one of 
.the cars and. got in' with him. I could see them 
biting him when a car passed and the headlights 
shown on the car. The other officer stayed 
outside with me and the other two. 

"All three officers got out of th© car and 
..Ellis arid I were told to walk back to Jackson." 
When we left Smith was still in the officers car. 

"I knew all three of th© other persons who 
were in the truck with me before July 15, 1964. 

I had worked with all of them before. 

"I did not attend the Preliminary Hearing 
held before the Justice of the Peace : on July 16, 
1964 and 2 have no knowledge of a trial set for 
July 27, 1964. - ' 

"The ...truck contained voter registration 
blanks, clothing & shoes and books. I helped 
load the truck before we left Jackson. 

- ‘ * • - • • . t . . ‘s 
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"’this statment has. been read to me By Mr'.- Holland ■ 
and it is ; correct . '- r • 

"Vs/ Melvin Roy Me . Davis 
Witnessed: >. . . 

Donald M. Holland* Special Agent, FBI, Las Vegas „ 

! 10/13/64 •- ’ 

Curtis P. Irwin, Jr. , Special. Agent, FBI, Las . 

' Vegas ,■•» Nev . , 10/13/64 . ” • v "7 - : ' 

The above statement was obtained under adverse conditions 
and MC DAVIS had difficulty reading the handwriting. He* therefore, 
requested the Agent to read it to him. '• “• - 

MC DAVIS advised that he resides at 1932 Lake Mead 
Boulevard West, Apartment 3, with his mother, M¥RTHA JONES. 

' He stated that he is a student at Gibson.'Junior-High-'Schpbi-, 

Las Vegas / Nevada . '• ' 
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BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE 

Dote 


October 28, 1964 ■ 


MELVIN ROY MC ■ DAVIS, 1932 Lake Mead Boulevard West, 

Las Vegas, Nevada, was contacted on October 27, 1964, at his 
home. Photographs of CARL W. HOLLEY, also known as ’’Bruno”, 

County Patrol man. District Number 3 . Madison County, Mississippi; 

l « Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol and I I 

, | Deputy Sheriff, Madison County, Mississippi, were exhibited 

to MC DAVIS. 

FOIA(b) (7) - (C) 

MC DAVIS was unable to recognize the photograph of 
HOLLEY or O'NEIL. 


He identified the photograph of I I as being the 
man who arrived at the second car and who was dressed in full 
uniform the night of July 15, 1964, when MC DAVIS and others 
were stopped by Police Officers near Jackson, Mississippi. 


10/27/64 Las Vegas, Nevada 

On ot ; 

SA ALLAN W. HANSEN 
b y SA DONALD M. HOLLAND :DMH/bmr 


File # 


LV 44-77 


Date dictated 10/28/64 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI arid Is loaned tc 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-302 (Re», 1-35-60) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 


October 22, 1964 


STEPHEN LYNN SMITH was Interviewed at his apartment, 
307 South Gapltol Street;- Apartment #4, Iowa City, Iowa, and 
furnished the following statement: 

"Iowa City, Iowa 1 
October 21, 1964 

"I, Stephen Lynrt Smith make the following' ' ' ; 
voluntary statement to Luther M. Sehter and Harold'W. 
BrueggemanV who have’ identified themselves to me as 
Special Agehts of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

TJi S. Department of Justice. 


"On July 17, 1964, I furnished a written statement 
to Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
at Jackson, Mississippi/ regarding events surrounding my 
arrest’ by police officers near Jackson, Miss., on the 
evening of July 15, 1964. ’Today I have reviewed a copy 
of that statement, and I have ’ been exhibited photographs 
of eight police officers. From this group of photographs 
I have positively identified a photograph of Carl W. 

Holley as being the person I referred to in my statement 
of July 17/-1964 as‘ ’Holby. 1 Holley is the officer who 
stopped the truck in which I was ’riding on the evening 
of July 15 > 1964, with my friends, Eric Morton,’ Robert 
Ellis, and Melvin Roy Me Davis. Holley had a woman with 
him in his. car, which was a fairly new white Pontiac. 

"I have also positively identified a photograph of 

I L who is described on the back of the 

photo as a Deputy Sheriff of Madison County, Miss. , as 
being the person T referred to in mv statement of July 
17/1964; as" 'Number one mam' I I drove a light 
blue' Pontiac, and he* is the officer who put me in the 
Highway Patrol car, and who struck me, vas I described 
in my statement of July 17/ 1964. We were alone in the 
car when, he struck me, and all of the Others, both the 
officers and my companions, were’ standing about twenty 
feet In front of, the Highway’ Patrol car when he hit me 
with his gun, and they were also In that same position 
when he struck: me with a flashlight and pointed his gun 7 
at my head. Mfcr statement of July 17 , 196 4, cont ains ail 
T ihari recall’ regarding statements made by | I when he 


struck me, and his actions at that time. 


FOIA(b) (7) - (C) 


On 

by 


Iowa City. Iowa 


10/2 1/6 4 , qt _ 

SAs LTJTHER M. SENTER and 

HAROLD W. BKUEGGEMAN : mrh 


Fil. * OM jilzggZ 


.Date dictated 


* 10/21/64 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to 
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"I have also selected from the above mentioned 
group of phot ographs one wh ich is identified on the 
back as being \ L of the Mississippi Highway- 

Patrol. I believe this is the officer who was second 
to arrive after Holley stopped us, and who is referred 
to In' my statement of July 17, 1964 as driving a white 
Pontiac . I believe that this is the officer who told 
I I - 1 . You had better not, ’ when 1 I was holding a ' 
gun to my head. I am not positive of this identification, 
however. 

'"To further 'elaborate on my statement of July 17, 

1964, ' I wish to state 'that I had not been drinking 
alcoholic beverages on the night of July 15, .1964. I 
think Eric Morton might have had one drink of gin before 
we left Jackson, Miss, that evening, but I am not 
certain of this matter. X am positive that Morton was 
not intoxicated. I do not think that Melvin McDavis 
and Robert Ellis had anything alcoholic to drink, and I 
am positive they were not intoxicated. /FOlA(b) (7) 

"The; material which we were transporting in the 
pick-up truck which I was driving on the evening of 
July 15, 1964 consisted of sealed boxes of freedom 
registration forms, literature relating to registration 
matters, and pamph lets on voting ri ghts. I do not know 
If Carl W. Holley, | ~|, or the Mississippi 

Highway Patrolman who was present at the time of my arrest 
and Immediately thereafter, took any of this material 
from the truck. I do know that I saw this truck twb\ days 
after my arrest, and I noted that the sealed boxes had been 
broken open. If any material was taken from the truck, 
it was only a small amount, as I observed that the boxes 
appeared to be full . 

"I did not know Carl W. Holley or | | 

or the Mississippi Highway Patrolman who were present 
when I was arrested and beaten on the evening of July 
15, 1964, nor have I had any contact with them subsequent 
to that time, except that I saw them at a hearing before 
a Justice of the Peace on July 16, 1964. 
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"At my hearing on July 16, 1964, none of the officers 
connected with my arrest testified. My attorney was 
Marvin' Brad einan, and as I recall, he asked for a 
continuance, and asked that bail be set. I think he 
also said that the interested officers could testify 
if they desired, and someone said they did not desire 
to testify." I was charged with reckless driving arid 
resisting arrest; My trial was originally scheduled for 
July 27, 1964,- but it ' has been continued, and is still 
pending. Attorneys for the Council of Federated 
Organizations are handling the matter, and it is my 
understanding that they are attempting to transfer the 
trial to another court. 

"I have read this statement and it is true to 
the best Of my knowledge. 

/s/ Stephen Lynn Smith 

"Witness: 

"/s/ Harold W. Brueggeman 
Special Agent, FBI 
Omaha, Nebr. 

10-21-64 

"/s/ Luther M. Senter 
Special Agent, FBI 
Omaha, Nebr. 

10/21/64." 

In addition to the above, SMITH stated that he is un- 
able to Identify the officer who struck ERIC MORTON, while 
SMITH was in the Highway Patrol' car, following his arrest on 
July. 15, 1964. He stated he was aware MORTON was being struck, 
but could hot see who struck him. He stated MORTON was about 
twenty feet away from the car in which SMITH was sitting at 
the time. 
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? *: ' FEDERAL BUREAU of investigation 

' l 

: _ Date 




mmm « mxs 
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E0SEBS JOB 



*m&©' tfee | folloeiag; free 


m& voluntary statesmt to BS8CS PECK. «&d to 

USM % € 09 $ m * ^ 

used in a easrt p£ Is©* 


’ISO «© 



iwri t t b© 


**3& wsm. is MB BS&XS* X w tea ©a S/I/47 

at. Kew M City* Stry ^»rk, aad X reside at 1217 Tspp 
Street*; ; J&a&eoa^ Mosiasipel* 

*^Sh*s- Infrorsatlm %&$£& t m ©akiag available g«. 
talas to «ft tocldeat *£sich occurred «a 7/15/64 in 


issaswat fc© corroborate la&wma** 
a 
la 



set 

mtm * 


i* 1 did: sk» 
.say ladlvi&sai ea iMs 



believad to be too 
tho area of ISadlsoa Ceuaty* 


the 

bruises about 



tbs fee=ad «r«ft ox hum- persons 
tit& data of tbo 


**X as unable to fuoraiab say ef fcbe oagipp of persons 
«k© arrived' is vehicles at the location on EigShraay 55 
star© © rented veMcl© of. tbs Council Of 


— -.. by- 


SM J Mms mzc £ peck & 
JOSEPH M. 


.File # JH - 44-7S8 


_Dat.e d icta.ted _ 


10/9/64 


*»£. -x«c: : »;^-4his.rdocum enLrcontains.ineilherj-r.eiorn mendarid’ns.nQr^cancluxibntrof.vtUeT^B^'lKrisVlheir^prdperlY.'Vof'-the'.FB Uand^is'.-looned, Jo^y 1 our.'.agency;r..'j-!.v ^,*w : 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN V ESTIGATIQN 


j. Dnia ifovessber 3* 1984 

i 

» /> 

ROBERT JCE ELLIS* 1217 Tapp Street, furnishes! e» following 
infomaticn after being advised of the identity of the interviewing 
assists. „Bs was infomed by Special Agent: FECK that the infcnssafciaa 
furnished ceulcl be used in a court of law* fife stated all of the intonation 
furnished was toe said oartwet to &$» best of his knowlsc^a, but added that 
sr ho preferred not to furnish tha sasse infeetBatioa in signed statement fore. 

EI1IS stated that the information being furnished pertained to an 
incident occurring: on duly 15, 1954 in Madison County, Mississippi and bo re 
upon infoxffiafdflO previously tomished in the form of signed statements m 
July 17, 1984 end October 9, 1964. 


EUIS ms toas&sbed in. excess ©f ten pherfcc graphs which appeared 
in the Madison County .Bardld. i'fewapaper depicting Madison Cbunty law 
enfcxnessent officers and identifying them by obssb* ELI2S afteiws a?d8 nicked 
®rt a piiotegrEsab of a white sals i d enti fi ed by this isew&pape r as I \ 

Constable, Mstrict aSfsce* Oemty, Fossissippi, appearing <n an uaknesm 

data in this' :aesspapsr ns a lxxking like but I*a not far sure” a fifty year 
©Id «&ite male, who toweled in the eoapany of an unknown white fesale aad 
arrived at too Icostiosa where a ranted Council of Federated Qr^nixatioas 
(COFO) truck bad stag ed m Highway 55. ELUS stated that 1® did not knea 
aayooa by toe mm of I 1 ElMS alsomcked out a photc^rvsph of 

a. idiitua g>alft spijssaring in toe August 23, '1884' edxtim of toe above newspaper 
and identified therein as CA8L W, *8runo* HOilEf, County Patrolman, Matrrct 
' Three, Madison Cearity, Mssiesippi, as ^Locking seswthtog like but I’sa not 
foi* s\b?q w a whita ssale who traveled in a seeorad vehicle to -arriva at toe 
location where a ratted CQEFQ truck had stuped, described as aga fifty, 5 feet 
T Inches tall, 179 Pounds, having grey hair* ELLIS stated that he believed 
h* had heard that ©as GAEL H0U23f was a Hadiscn County law enforcement 
officer -but did- not have any personal knowledge . of tois officer. 
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^FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIONS^ 
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a . 
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IS 

If 




..Jpy.-, 


Date 


October 8, 1964 


RUFUS ERIC MORION, permanent address 7832 Wykes Street, 
Detroit, Michigan, furnished the following information: 

"Jackson, Mississippi 
"10/8/64 . ■ 

"I RUFUS ERIC MORTON hereby make the following 
free and voluntary statement to JAMES ROYCE PECK, and to 


JOSEPH H. CONLEY who have identified themselves to me 
as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
I have been advised that Information furnished by myself 
could be used in a court of law. 

"My name is RUFUS ERIC MORTON. 1 was bom on 


FOIA(b) (6) 


/at Detroit, Michigan, and 1 presently reside 


at 1017 Lynch Street, Jackson, Mississippi. The infor- 
mation being furnished by myself pertains to the inci- 
dent involving a beating sustained by myself and others 
on 7/15/64 near Jackson, Mississippi. 

"Basic facts pertaining to this incident were 
earlier furnished by myself in the form of a signed 
statement dated 7/17/64; this additional information 
is meant to corroborate the fact that 1 am able to 
state with absolute certainty that Deputy Sheriff 
CARL HOLLEY beat myself about the face with a pistol. 

Deputy Sheriff I ~| beat STEPHEN LYNN SMITH —f A b) ;7) 

kicked me in my chest, should er and back , and Missi&»j.yyx 
Highway Safety Patrol Officer I 1 kicked MELVIN 

ROY MC DAVIS out of the rear of the rented truck, used 
by the Council of Federated Organisations, in which 
MC DAVIS had been riding, 

"Only those persons named above were responsible 
for beatings given and injuries sustained in connection 


Qn- 10/8/64 at — Jacks o n, M i ssissippi nie#_.J H . 44-708 


SAs JAMES ROYCE PECK & 

JOSEPH M. CONLEY :mh 


.Dote dictated. 


10/8/64 


This- document; .contains -neither -recommendations nor ’conclusions, of' the- FBI. iWis the . property - of -the FBI and Is loaned to- your agency; 
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with the incident in question. 

’’Concerning any remarks made by the above persons , 
I recall,. as well as I am able, that HOLLEY told me 
to address him as -Sir** if 1 wanted to return to my 
home in Sfetroit, Michigan,, with my teeth. 


*'I do not recall that any additional renarks were 
made; however 1 may simply be overloading things that 


were said jugt: because I do not 


comments 


by STEPHEN 
aware that 
time and tJ 


rning the \ 
vmt SMITH 


culars of a bea ting re ceived 
t Deput y Sheriff I 1 1 am 

| were in the car at the 
was. a patrol car of the 


% was Standing about a foot in front of 


w As X recall, four vehicles arrived in connection 
With the incident. The first car carried H8LLEY and a ,\ 
white female whose identi ty is u nknown to me. The second 
vehicle to arrive carried 1 l and ;no one elfe ||jF0iA(b) (7) 
car mentioned had any official police-type markings to 
identity the vehicle as an automobile of a duly consti- 
tuted law enforcement office. The third car to arrive 
was a vehicle of the Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol 
which carried | l and no Ope else. The fourth 

vehicle carried an imknown white male, by himself , and j 
i have ho idea of his identity even to this date. ' i s 

V • ' ’’ • 3 f 

"None of the persons tho suffered beatings, kicking sV 
and injuries had bee n drink ing; however of the persons ; V. 
giying the beatings. 1 1 appeared to me to be under \ • 

the influence of alcohol,. ! ; ^ 

: l ■ \ • 

i i ’ %•' 

• . S ;\ 

: . \ 
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’’During a preliminary hearing held before, tire 
Justice of the Peace On 7/16/44 in Madison Cknmty, v i/ _ 
Mississippi, the only discussion held fey anyone to my 
knowledge mas pertaining to the amount and condition 
of pur bond, set for SMITH, and myself, the credentials 
of the atfor nies present to represent these persons 
named, and the motions of thes lawyer made against 
SMITH and myself. Re comment was made by any police 
officer., nor was any Statement made:, except a- derogatory 
ctmK&enf made by one Of the officers concerning the late 
President RER&EpT. There was no trial held on 7/27/64 
regarding this matter; nor has there teen a trial to 
date; nor is there a trial scheduled in this matter at 
Madison. County, Mississippi* 1 have no knowledge of 
the present status of this matter in this county. I 
have no information concerning a reckless driving charge 
made against SMITH, nor do i know whether or apt testi- 
mony was offered for the state in cptmection with this • 
charge or the identity of person or persons giving 


* »■ » . * 

’formerly I had maintained no contact with any of X 
the persons I have named .as: responsible for beatings j 
Or kickings. Since the incident, I have likewise main- \\\ , 
tained no contact. Both I I and HOiLEY looked through \\ 
the rear of Our rented truck at the material being F0IA(b y 
transported, which consisted of textbooks, miscelLaiu=o«,o 
boOks, clothing articles, and voter registration materials. 

I crawled inside the truck and examined in parti- 
cular detail the articles identified above. ; : 


“The above, information prepresents all that I can 
honestly recall Concerning this matter, except the fact • 
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that I uncqded i vas seating the uniform of the Mississippi 
Highway Safety Patrol while the other persons named 
wore Street clothes. . 

”1 have read the Above statement consisting of 
six pages- rind it is ■ true •and' correct to •the best of my 

**/s/ Rufus Erie Morton" 

’•witnesses: 

w /s/ JAMES ROffCE PECK, Special Agent,, federal Bureau of 
Intves t iga t ion , Birmingham, Ala. , 10/8/64 
**/s/ ^seph Mi Conley, SA, PB1,, Ebbile, Ala. , 10/8/64." 

the following background information and; descriptive 
data was obtained through observation 'and. interview: 

&0FUS ERIC. MORTON 
Negro 
Male 

Detroit, Michigan 

| FOIA(b) (6) | . 

S’i" 

i70«poimds 
Black 
Slim 
light 
Brown 
Single. 

Student, Senior at Wayne State 
University, Detroit ; 

Lithographer 

% % Army RA 16384766* ISSi 
to 1954 with service in Korea 
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7832 Wykes Street, Detroit,. 
Michigan 

father - Mr. jLee J. Horton 
Mother •- Mrs. Lee J. Morton 
Claims no other arrests 
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On November 10, 1964 Miss CAROLYN THOMAS, Deputy 
Clerk, U. S. District Court, Southern District of Mississippi, 
Jackson, Mississippi, advised that no further information is 
contained in file after the original petition to remove the 
state cases against MORTON and SMITH were filed in July, 1964. 

THOMAS advised that the file number for MORTON's case filed 
July 24, 1964 is Criminal Action #3547 and the file number for 
SMITH'S case filed July 29, 1964 is Criminal Action #3554. 

On November 18, 1964 Assistant U. S. Attorney, 

E. DONALD STRANGE, Jackson, Mississippi, was contacted concerning 
this matter and advised that U. S. Attorney ROBERT HAUBERG was 
not available due to the fact he was in court in Biloxi, Mississippi. 
Mr. STRANGE stated that the office of the U. S. Attorney in 
Jackson would prefer not to render a prosecutive opinion in this 
case inasmuch' as the reinvestigation of this matter had been 
requested by the U. S. Department of Justice. Mr. STRANGE stated 
that the U. S. Attorney's Office would prefer that the matter 
be considered by the Department. 
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Copy from 

The National Archives 
RG 65: Federal Bureau 
of Investigation 




